BRIGHT IDEA

his residence in EI
accepted for th
meningitis.

+ By SEAN SAURO
Seqff Writer

Falling leaves anci pumpkm
- terest. “1 said, ‘I'm going to

memory aftera Nov 26 sterm'-f‘
" blanketed the county in white,
Already, many residents are -
. ‘showing their Christmas spir- 1
“college. “You keep putting it

it by stringing their prspemes
m vibrant lights.- .

. Among the drovesvbf deco. i
“ed his light project. “The next

rators, one may stand out. El-

liottshurg resident Kevin Ko-
lak spent six weeks, working -
nights and weekends, to-place’

more than 100,000 }ights*,jr :

gh school, andaneighbors
hght display piqued his in-

have somethmg like that one

day

His ambmon was postponed
until - his children graduated

off and putting it off.”
Kolak was 58 when he start-

thing 1 knew, 1 was putting

‘things together. 1 built them
“all. Tdidn't buy anything.”

. Two years later, Kolak had
| -in - constructed a 100,000-light

display It no draws qun:e a
crowd thmughout the hohd&y
season.

1t's not enly the number of
lights that attracts people. “I
want my hghts to do some-
thing,” Kolak sald “*1' don't
want turn them on and just
have them sit there.” .

The lights are programmed
to turn on an off to music, put-
ting on a vibrant light show.

The hghts dance to about
14 different songs. “Each and
every . strand of lights 1 can
turn off within a 500th of a
Continued on Page A3

Food bank program lo

+ By SEAN SAURO
Segff Writer .- .

Children  of economlca]ly L
‘Foundation ~ grant,
- with  matching funds from
the
‘Food Bank, allowed the pro-
‘gram to be implemented at
S New Bloemﬁeld -Elementary
Perty County Fcod Bank d1— - School.”
rector John Kiner said he heard
about the BackPack Program
durmg a Central Pennsylva-
nia Food Bank seminar and -
thought it'd be a gced ﬁt forv

challenged - families
have to worry abou
hungry during the wi

' due to a food bank program
that allows them to take food‘ .

home from school.

this county.

in getting ‘it going. But we

didn't have anyone to run it,” N

Kiner said.
Enter Christina ‘voorhees,

West Perry mother who also

took an interest. Kiner said

Voortiees reached out to him, -
and he thought she'd make a .

good program coordinator.
“It was kind of Ilke an an-

+ By SEAN SAURO -

Staff Writer L
Alack of wﬂlmg volun{eers

has led to a decision to dis-

continue Marysville Ambu-
lance Association’s service

pext spring after almost 30
years on the job.

. Swer. to ‘our prayers,” Kiner
L said.

- — containing breakfast, lunch

?and dinner, as well as snacks

for the weekend — are given

1o enrolled students from 3 to
: °4:30 p.m. on Fridays.

“We exploredita little mcre, o

and we were really interested

 receive a bag for each. :
.. “We have families that have
“three or four children, so they -j
‘leave with three or four bags,”
“Voorhees said.

‘end of September. Currently,
 New Bloomfield 'Elementary
»‘;:ivs the only, county school par-

. Richards said, adding that the
--association also covered areas
: .eutside_ the borough:

’Ma}nagement
"Tom Bell said he associates
" the decrease in volunteers to
_anincrease in regulations and

Marysville Ambulance As— :
sociation President Natasha -
Richards  said the decision

was the best option to. ensure - "areas with larger populations

 to allevlate student hy

t1c1patmg, J‘:
involved, by
change.
- “The plan
ing in~ We:
and Blain €
then find £
districts wh
nase,. Veorl
on the cur
could prcb
250 kIdS
Voorhees

A $12 000 Pinnacle Health
coupled

“Central -Pennsylvania

Voorhees said bags of food

- Bags are given to individual §'s
“children, so if families have ~ Kiner ho
‘more than one child they w1}1 will take adx

The program began at the

tional ¢t e1
East Pen
over as th
provider M
“It's just!
Richards s
response 1
ing to be: 1
what'

‘Perry - County - Emergency
Coordinator

required training programs.
_* “Some of them are up £0.800
hours,” Bell said, -explaining

mergency respond-
sy County Is oot
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$2.500.-
elec- - “We got evezytl'ung from
oesn’t ~handfuls of coins to bundles of
Fact, he $20 bills,” Kolak said.
nate to - This year. Kolak-is encour-
: aging ‘spectators 1o~ donate
raiset money for Deven Jackson a

: aided a person whe had can-
his j cer. Donations totaled about

ty relations director Barbara Terr
Pack program coordinator Christina Voorhees, Ca-
det Jin, Cad agheer, Lt. Carunchia and Cadet

nations local.” '
Interested partners are en-
couraged to contact Voorhees

e food bank or |

10-year-old * Shermans * Dale
bov who lcst both legs due to
meningitis. .

Despite the Ioss, the boy was
determined to continue playing
football, and 4 pair of carbon fi-
ber 1 runn blades allows him
De\"en's mother,
M:cheﬂe Iackson

“He; was very active before
everythmg, and he was de-
termined fo stay active,” she
said, e}qaiammg that as Deven
grows his running blades will
need to be replaced. .

“The blade - itself is like
$9,000. That's just one,” she

said. “The problem is insur-
ance doesn't cover them.”
Michelle visited Kolak's dis-
play in past years but never
knew about 'the donations,
When he contacted her about
helplng Deven"she said she

Marysvﬂl Boreugh Coun—
cil is Tikely ‘to" approve the
East Pennsbero takeéover: at
its Dec. 8 meetmg, Weaver
said. :
Rxcharés saxd whiie Marys-
ville Ambulance is relinguish-
ing its responsibilities as pri-
mary . ‘responder,” members
will remain-active in helping

‘was shocked. “Ithought it was ~
amazing. {Deven) loves Christ-

mas - decorations, My son is

huge into Christmas lights.” -
“Kolak is ‘happy 1o help those

in need. "We're just trying o

' .;}ackson on the

‘vvvsbegmatsso"}‘

most nightsand end at 10on * ‘

weekdays and 11 on week-
ends. He - extends the show
when it gets closer to the holi-
days. “We'll keep it going till .
everybody's gone.” s
The last show will be held

Jan. 3, and in addition to do-

-nations,
- those who enjoy the show to
honk their homs when they - -

Kolak encotirages

leave. .
“We have people wheo still

honk their horns in the sim-~

mer," he ‘sa'id.' ‘

continue to provide Advanced -
Life Support services.

‘Richards. " cautioned - the -
Company

Marysville - Fire
could suffera similar fate.

““It’s a volumteer issue, and '
she -

we need - volunteers,”
said. “The fire company is
going to be our next focus,
but we rely on volunteers,”

teles Holy Splnt EMS will . -



